A brief history of
ISO/TC 211 Geographic information/Geomatics

Mr. Mats Ahlin, ISO/TC 211 Committee manager
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Oslo 1994-11-11 - Today

Chair: Olaf @stensen

ISO/TC 211
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Presentation Notes
In November 1994 ISO/TC 211 was formed with a secretariat placed in Norway and Olaf Østensen as chair. 
And for 22 years we had the priviledge to have Mr. Østensen  to lead the committee.
At 2017 Sweden took over the secretariat and today we have the leadership of Chair Agneta Engberg.  



Participations

37 Participating members — 33 Observing members — 37 Liaison organization —
32 Liaison with ISO/TC
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But our committee also show its strength in our number of members and liaisons, and our many experts that through the years have produced over 100 standards in the area of geographic information.


Scope of standardization

The scope of ISO/TC 211, unchanged since1994, is very wide, and
the work targets several key segments:

 modelling and documentation of geographic information,
traditionally important for major actors like the public sector;

« Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDIs) with emphasis on sharing and
dissemination of geographic information through services;

« embedding of geographic information in everyday life — ubiquitous
geographic information;

« some specific subject domains where geographic information is an
iImportant component and where multiple disciplines are
involved.
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ISO/TC 211 Structure
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ISO/TC 211 is divided into 6 working groups and 2 Joint working groups.
12 advisory group is organized to help the work and also support the creation and use of standards.  


ISO/TC 211/WG 7 Information communities

[WG7

Information communities

First Convenor

Mr. Antony Cooper
Todays from South Africa

Convenor

Prof. Yuqi Bai

from China

WG 7 on information communities focuses on standardization issues related to
conceptual modeling of geographic features including the documentation of geographic
features in feature catalogues, dictionaries, and registers. The work includes
standardization of applications schemas in specific domain (e.g. land administration
domain model, land cover, etc.). The working group also addresses issues about
metadata for the description of geographic information resources (data and services),
ontologies in order to support the Semantic Web, and addressing as a mechanism for
georeferencing geographic feature.
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Working group 7 was established in October of 2001. 



Four important areas in working group 7

Land Cover and Land Use

Metadata Addressing

Land Administration Domain Model (LADM)
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Working Group 7 have since it start been very productive. 
4 important areas in working group is the work on Metadata (started in 1996), Land Cover and Land Use (started in 2006), Land Administration Domain Model (started in 2008), and Addressing (started in 2009) 


Read more about ISO/TC 211 Geographic information/Geomatics at:
https://committee.iso.org/home/tc211

Thank You

ISO/TC 211 Committe Manager
Mats Ahlin (mats.ahlin@sis.se)
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If you are interested in more history, please find our website or do not hesitate to contact me.

https://committee.iso.org/home/tc211
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